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HE advantages which ariſe from in- 
land navigation are at length univerſally 
acknowledged, and almoſt generally wk 
| 00d. The increaſe of the home con- 
ſumption has been equal to that of foreign 
commerce, and to accommodate Wal \ 
communication rivers have been made 
navigable, and where-nature has denied 
them, the invention and labour of man 
has fubſtituted artificial rivers or canals. 
The communication between the weſtern 
counties and London has been very greatly 

A 2 | facili- 
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facilitated by the improvements already 
made in the navigation of the river 
Thames; but that navigation is far from the 
perfection of which it is capable, and from 
the public diſcuſſion the queſtion has lately 
undergone, I may be juſtified in the aſſer- 
tion, that whatever difference of opmion 
may have exiſted reſpecting the mode of 


Improvement, thoſe who are intereſted in 
the trade which paſſes on it are unanynous . 
in their ſentiments of its neceſſity. I truſt 


therefore the magnitude of the object will 
fufficiently juſtify the preſent publication, 
which may afford ſome hints to thoſe who 
are defirous that the ſubje& ſhould receive 
a full and candid inveſtigation. RI 


The beſt poſſible mode of inland navi 
7 a is a conveyance. with. the tide or 
ſtream, in which caſe no horſes are re- 


* to hawl or tow the veſſel, and con- 


ſequently 


CE 3 


I ſequently the navigator is at no greater 


000 expence than that which neceſſarily ariſes = J 
wy from the wear of his veſſel and the wages 1 
29 of his men. In that part of the river be- 


ly tween London and Putney, where this 
| mode of navigation is uſed, being wholly 
within the tide-way, the freight or price of 
of caiage, is 1 7255 rA 
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But 05 thide Within the als u 
1 no proportion to that conveyed along 
, the whole extent of the river from the 
weſtern counties, which has already. been 
much encreaſed, 'by the communication 75 
. opened with Wales, 8c. by the Thames 
Land Severn, and which will probably re- : F 
ceive a greater augmentatiom by” that” to _ —_ 
be opened with!” rg * "the Kennet + 
and 'Avon' canals.” bow ator z moe 
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1 the * „the river Thames 
from Letchlade, where it firſt becomes na- 
vigable, flows with, an equal ſtream, its 
mean velocity being about two miles in 
an hour, in ſomething leſs than which time 


a barge or veſſel will deſcend og the 


l 
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For a downward voyage, therefore, no 
better mode of navigation ean be found, 
as it poſſeſſes that advantage which is en- 
joyed by veſſels which navigate only in the 
tide- way. But unfartunately the ſame 
cauſe which aſſiſts the navigation in one 
dine ddion, obſtructs it in another. 


The Foe which . the ee 
is. adverſe to the upward voyage, and to 
overcome its reſiſtance, artificial means 


muſt be made uſe of; recourſe is therefore 


neceſſarily had to the practice of hauling 
or towing, by men or by horſes, but that 
| of 


1 
es of towing by men, except in a few: parti- 
$ na- wy inna igri in ee ws te 
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8 in When, Cs Nanny in, "its paſſage 
time | from London upwards, arrives at Putney, 
the F it becomes neceſlaxy to make uſe of horſes. _ 
In ſummer, when. the tide flows, very, far 


-., | vpwards, on account of the inconfiderable 
no ho ie veel 
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en- * The complaint which is ſo general againſt barge: 

he men, has ariſen from the cuſtom, now diſuſed, of tow- 

ik ing the barges with men, who were undet the denomi: 

ne nation of bargemer, but were in reality only' the idle . 

ne unſettled vagabonds of the neighhourhood, and who, 

Wenn bodies, committed yarigus petty 

depredations on the banks of the river. Theſe men Y 

F have been ſuperſeded by the cuſtom of towing with I 

£ | 

S 


horſes: but the complaint has ſurvived the grievance, | 
and the inconvenience of having bargemen in the 
neighbourhood, ſerves as a word of 'alarm,/xvich the 1 
eme eee ee ee bas =_ 
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quantity of the und toater, (or that which 
flows down from the country) a barge of 
150 tons requires ſeldom more than one 
horſe, although, in winter, three and even 
four are neceſſary to draw it to Richmond; 
but from Richmond to Letchlade, the 
number varies according to circumſtances 
being on an average about twelve. 


The Thames alſo ſuffers from thoſe diſ- 
advantag ges "proportionably attendant | on 
all rivers, namely, the uncertainty of na- 
vigation, ariſing from the inequality of 
water, ſometimes ſuperabundant, ; fome- 
times deficient. In winter; floods overflow 
the banks, and thereby render the roing- 
paths for the horſes difficult and danger- 
ous: in ſummer, a loaded. barge is tre: 
quently, unable to paſs over the ſlicals- 
and is obliged to recur to the expenſive 
5 of lighting, or ſhifting its 1 
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vhich il Of . Jt 
e of As PROP obvious ud impediments 
one the ſtream above the ide ay cannot be 
ven made to favour the upward voyage, a ſtill 
nd: Ir _ water is the heſt mode of naviga- 
the tion that can be ſubſtituted to it, and in 
et ee remedy for the inconveni- 
ences ariſing from. the reſiſtance of the 
ſtream in the 8 —_—_ er even 
iſ n found. 
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; the commiſhaners have hom 1166 obviate 
the difficulty and danger occaſioned by 
floods, and the delays produced by fhak 
lows; and they have erected pu /acks, 
hieh by penninę of reſttaining the water 
to à certain navigable height, have in a 
great degree corrected the evils to which 
river navigation is liable. If the courſe af the 
Thames from Letchlade to London was 


perfectly ſtraight, I am confident; no mode 


of improvement would be preferable to 


ett the 


„ 9 r 


bs 
| 
0 
| 
: 
[4 
5 
# 
1 


L x5 
* 
* 
% 4 
4 
* 
3 2 1 — 2 
. = - Fre 
_— 
A 2 
ow” 2 


to F 


the continuance of that hitherto adopted, | 
but when the circuity of the river is taken 

into confideration, it appears to be an in- 

juſtice to the trade, which is its ſupport, 
to ſtop at improvements manifeſtly ſo ſhort 
of perfection. In artificial canals the in- 
convenience of floods. is obviated by the 
admiſſion only of a quantity of water ade- 
quate to the purpoſes of navigation, and 
the expence of towing is conſiderably | 
leſſened by ſubſtituting to a rapid ſtream a 

dead or ſtill water. Theſe are the princi- 
ples of the general advantages which at- 
tend cana navigation; and which apply 
with great force: under! the peculiar cir- 
eafily-underſtgod by reference to the map; 
ſince in the aptvard voyage, by the lines 
of canal, which may be eaſily drawn from 
certain points, a great diſtance,” and conſe- 
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diſtances in the whole from Letchlade | ” 
to London by the Thames, being un, 55 Mites 
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The lines of theſe canals are from Hart's- 
ferry, above Oxford, to to "Abingdon, and 
from the Kennet's mouth te auge 
ane d the nee Windsor. . 
e 4717 358 ente 
As theſe canals are not mts to op- 
pole but to favour and preſerve the trade 
of the Thames, they ſhould be put under 
the ſame authority by which. the Thames 
itſelf is directed. And as I am, ſenſible 
that “ ſufficient powers have not been 
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given to'the'commiſſioners'to mate the | 
« navigation ſo perfect as it is capable of | 
E. being made, and the public intereſts 
require, and that it never can be ma- 
« naged to the greateſt advantage under 
the numerous body of commiſſioners ſo 
« conſtituted as at prefent*,”-I wiltendea: | 
vour to explain the cauſes of the errors 
and miſmanagement which have ariſen in 
me government of the Thames, and im- 
_ its —_ to epi | 


* 2? 


Wein or flaſh lacks imperſeR. and. in- 
convenient as they are proved to be, were 
for near two centuries the only artificial 
means made uſe of to correct the natural 
diſadvantages of river navigation. Theſe 
weirs were in the occupation ** ogy 
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duals, 
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duals, for whoſe extortions there was no 
..» Wredreſs, until an act was obtained (6 and 57 


me Will. 3, c. 16.) which empowered the 
der | juſtices of the peace for the reſpettive _ ; 


counties bordering on the Thames, to re- 
gulate the tolls or the tonnage to- be paid 
by each veſſel, on paſſing through the weir. 


I mis ſtatute, which was temporary, was 
J revived and amended by ſtat. 3, Geo. 2. 

c. 11. By theſe means the abuſes of the 
lock-owners were in ſome degree  cor- 
reed ; but the inconveniences of the na- 
vigation ſtill remained, nor was it till 1771 
that it received the hitherto neglected im- 
provement of pound locks. The ſame 
ſtatute which preſcribed the amendment 
of the navigation, veſted the power of 1 
control over the owners of the old locks 1 
or weirs, and the neceſſary powers for the I 
improvement of the navigation by pound 
locks, in certain perſons, whoſe qualifica- 
1 tioas 
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tions are thus deſcribed: « All members 
« of the Houſe of Commons for the time 
« being, who do or ſhall reſide within the 


counties of Wilts, Glouceſter, Oxford, 
Berks, Bucks, Surrey and Middleſex, 
the repreſentatives in Parliament for 
the ſaid . counties for. the time being, 
the repreſentatives in Parhament of the 
city of London and all the towns within 


the ſaid counties for the time being, the 


lord mayor and aldermen of the city 
of London for the time being, the high 
bailiff of Weſtminſter for the time being, 
the vice- chancellor and heads of colleges 


or halls in the univerſity of Oxford for 


the time being, the dean and canons of 
Chriſt Church for the time being, the 
dean and prebendaries of Weſtminſter 
for the time being, the dean and reſi- 


dentiaries of St. Paul's London for the 


time being, the dean and canons of 


Windfor for the time being, the provoſt 


« and 


cc 
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and fellows of Eton college for the time 
being, the re&ors and incumbents for 
« the time being of the ſeveral pariſhes 
« that border upon the Thames, the 
mayors and recorders of Oxford, Abing- 
don, Wallingford, Reading, Henley, 
* Maidenhead and Windſor, and the bai- 
liffs and recorder of Kingſton-upon- 
Thames for the time being, the truſtees 
or commiſſioners of the river Wey, the 
* proprietors of the ſaid river, the mayor, 
aldermen and recorder of Guilford, the 
bailiffs of the town of Godalming, and 
f « all perſons who do or {hall reſide, 
; or have an eſtate of 100l. per annum 
. « within the reſpective counties of Mid- 
e dleſex, Surrey, Berks, Bucks, Oxford, 
4 Glouceſter and Wilts, ſhall be and are 
4 hereby conſtituted commiſſioners for 
« putting in execution all and ſingular 
the powers in this act contained, &c. 
* &c.” And alſo every perſon ſo refident; 
I B 2 « who. 
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« who ſhall be poſſeſſed of a perſonal 
_ © eftate to the amount of zoool.” (Stat. I1, 
Geo. 2 45.) | 


The qualification of the commiſſioners is 
of ſo general a nature as to include by much 
too large a number, and in conſequence of 
their numbers, they are individually ſhel- 
tered from reſponſibility. This circum- 
ſtance muſt have cauſed the arbitrary mode 
in which various meaſures have been car- 
ried into execution. It is a fact too well 
known to require, though it would be in- 
vidious to point out, any particular in- 
ſtance, that at a meeting to diſcuſs any 
queſtion which may be probably decided 
by a majority of votes, thoſe who have in- 
fluence ſufficient to procure their atten- 
dance, bring with them perſons who have 
indeed the neceſſary qualifications, but 
who are totally ignorant of the merits of 
the queſtion on which they are to decide, 
2 who 


CO 1 


ho act as commiſſioners at the meeting 
vhere they are firſt ſworn in, and vote ac- 
ording to the directions of thoſe by whom 
they are influenced. 


* 


This error proves ; extrentivly miſchie vous, 
hen it operates in particular diſtricts, to 
he general prejudice of the whole navi- 
ration. By the ſtatute 11, Geo. 3. c. 45; 
he quarterly meetings are appointed to 
ye held at certain towns ſituate on the 
anks of the river. Thoſe who have taken 
an active part in the execution of their 
duty as commiſſioners, have contrived to 
adjourn thoſe meetings to ſome town 
where they have-ſoine peculiar intereſt or 
influence, and to make the general: good 
of the navigation ſubſervient to the ad- 
vantage of that town or neighbourhogd.- 
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No very attentive obſervation of human 
nature is ſufficient to prove that diſinter- 
eſtedneſs, however valuable, is rarely to be 
met with, and that in the common occur- 
rences of life the oſtentation of public 
ſpirit is generally the ſhallow artifice of 
thoſe who are actuated only by the ſelfiſh 
motives of private intereſt. It could not 
be expected, therefore, nor has it hap- 
pened, that under ſo looſe a qualification, 
ſo indeterminate a power as. the preſent 
commiſſioners act, they will attend the 
meetings from views purely diſintereſted. 
If conſiſtent with their own intereſt, they 
conſult the welfare of the navigation, the 
fallacious diſplay of public ſpirit, which is 
oftener talked of than felt, may be eaſily 
excuſed. The clauſe of the ſtat. 11, Geo. 
3: c. 45 if ſtriftly obſerved, would very 
much 


» '*« No commiſſioner or commiſſioners ſhall a in 
Eo ra adiradtrs Bon dhafhast\ 
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much reduce the numbers of _ thoſe who 
act as commiſſioners, who may in ge- 
neral be comprized under the followin g 
neee 72 K 


5 . Owners and occupiers of land on the 
banks of the river. 


2. Navigators. 


3. Owners and occupiers of old locks 
| or weirs, owners and occupiers of 
private | towing paths, renters of 
bridge tolls, &c. &c. ee Nr 


4. Creditors who a money for 
the erection of pound locks on the 
ſecurity of the tolls, under the 
act 11, Geo. 3. &c. 5 


23. Millers. 


. * 
* 


8 where he or 4% EG. 
«« ways particularly intereſted, under the penalty of | 
en dec. &c.“, 


I believe, 
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I believe, that under theſe heads may 
be comprized all perſons who acted as 
commiſſioners. previous to January 15, 
1794, when a ſeeming innovation, calcu- 
lated to anſwer a particular purpoſe, then 
from circumſtances apparently rendered 
neceſſary, was made in the proceedings. 


The commiſſioners whoſe juriſdiction ex- 
tends only to the City Stone, near Stanes, 
were reſtricted by the ſtat. 11, Geo. 3. 
c. 45, from erecting any pound locks be- 
low a lock called Boulter's, about half a 
fnile above Maidenhead bridge, although 
ſerious inconveniences and obſtructions to 
the navigation exiſt in many places within | 
their juriſdiction below that place. Some- 
time in the year 1793 a ſcheme was re- 
vived of making a canal from Boulter's 
Lock to the Rails Head at Iſleworth, the 
oſtenſible reaſon. of which aroſe from the 
great inconveniences and delays in the 
navigation 
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navigation below Boulter's s, which was 
then aſſerted to be what it really is, the 
worſt part of the river, becauſe the leaſt 


— 


improved. As far as the commiſſioners 


could, under the uncertain and inconve- 
nient powers with which they are inveſted, 
exert themſelves, they endeavoured to ob- 
tain from the legiſlature the repeal of the 
reſtriftive clauſe, and to make that part 
of the river complained of, within their 
juriſdiction, as good as poſſible. They 
therefore, after conſultation with their 


ſurveyors, refolved, as the beſt mode of _ 


improvement they could adopt, to ere 
two pound locks—one in the Cuckow 
Weir ſtream, about a mile above Windſor 
bridge, and another in the King's Engine 
ſtream, about half a mile betow it. In 
the mean time the gentlemen intereſted in 
the Bowlter's Lock (or as it has ſince been 
called the London) canal, applied to the 
commiſſioners at their meeting at Windſor, 

to 


1 


to offer terms which they conceived con- 
ſiſtent with their own advantage and that 
of the river. The commiſſioners not think- 
ing themſelves authorized to treat with 
the undertakers of a canal, which appeared 
adverſe to. the intereſt of the Thames, re- 
fuſed to enter into any communication 
with them, and the plans of improvement 
of the Thames by pound locks, and of 
making the London canal, proceeded in 
direct oppoſition and hoſtility to each 
other; but in the body of commiſſioners 
a number of individuals were found fa- 
vourable to the Boulter's Lock- canal, and 
who therefore exerted the legal powers 
they had, to diſconcert the plans formed 
by that part of the commiſſioners who had 
adopted the plan of improvement by pound 


locks. At a meeting held at Oxford, the 


influence of the canal party prevailed ſo 
far as to adjourn the meeting to London; 
and at the firſt meeting in London the 
| f reſolu- 


re! 
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reſolutions of the commiſſioners relative 
to the improvement by pound locks were 
reſcinded, and the number of thoſe who 
attended and were ſuppoſed favourable to 


the canal, overbalanced thoſe of the five 


deſcriptions abovementioned, who may be 
ſaid to be more intimately connected with 


the preſervation of the navigation of the 


Thames. Unhappily the reſult of theſe 

differences appeared to have a tendency 
| fatal to the real intereſts of the river, as 
the parties thus hoſtile and oppoſed to 
cach other could fee on one fide nothing 
but bigotry to exiſting abuſes, and on the 
other merely the ſelfiſh ſchemes of inter- 
eſted ſpeculation. It had not been known, 
or it was forgotten, that if the arguments 
uſed by the favourers of the London canal 


were admitted as valid, namely, that it 


reduced the circuitous courſe of the 
Thames, and ſubſtituted a dead and ſtill 


water to a rapid ſtream in the upward 
. | voyage, 
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voyage, (for it was always admitted that 
the Thames itſelf would afford the cheap- 
eſt and eaſieſt conveyance in a downward 
voyage) thoſe arguments equally applied 
to the canal, which was as practicable 
from the Kennet's mouth to Windſor, and 
from thence to Iſleworth. At length, af- 
ter ſome warm diſcuſſion, the meeting, 
aided by the moderation and candour of 
the gentleman*- who preſided, entered 
into reſolutions of appointing a committee 
to take into conſideration the ſtate of the 
river from Reading to. Iſleworth. This 
committee met and determined, that an 
engineer of experienced and approved 
abilities ſhould make a ſurvey of that 
part of the river, and report to a gene- 
ral meeting what, in his opinion, would 


* Mr. Alderman Skinner. 
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meeting conſulted the intereſts of the 1 
public, and I am inclined to hope and to a 
be ſuch as to reconcile and to accommo- 2 
date all parties. If he ſhould recommend eas 2 
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I would ſuggeſt the 
I WW their regulation, as connected and conſoli- 
e dated with the government of the Thames; 
e which I am confident myſelf, and which = 
s I hope I have proved to the conviction. © =— 
N of others, demands ſome effeQtual alter- ” 


J ciple of juſtice, which implies, that for _ 
money expended a valuable conſideration 24 
is received, it may be aſſerted, that the = 
tolls collected from veſſels navi 
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on particular diſtrifts of the river ought to 
be expended. in repairing the navigation 
only within the particular diſtrits on which 
they are navigated, and not be applied 
to the' amendment of that part-where they 
never paſs. In confirmation of the errors 
aſſerted to exiſt in the preſent government 
of the Thames, I need only call the atten- 
tion of thoſe who are converſant in the 
buſineſs to the additional tolls that have 
been laid on the locks below Reading to pay 
the intereſt of a debt incurred by making 
pound locks above Oxford, ſo that the trade 
which pays the intereſt of the money has 
never received the leaſt benefit from the 
expenditure of the principal *. Conſi- 
dered in no other view than as ſubſervient 
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' © In the year „ 2641. was the' total ecllection 
at the five pound Iccks above Oxford, the making of 
which Jocks coft 13,7381. 78. 3d,—R, H. C. p. 17. 
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to the purpoſes of commerce, the Thames 
ſhould be regulated in a manner ſimilar 
to artificial rivers or canals. The Thames 
from the City Stone to Reading receives no 
intermediate influx of trade; it there com- 
municates with the river Kennet, the trade 
of which river will moſt probably receive a 
great increaſe from the canal propoſed to 
join with it at Newbury, and extend from 
thence to Briſtol, for the effecting of which 
extention a bill was obtained in the laſt 
ſeſſion of Parliament. The other influx of 
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te be very much increaſed by the canals now forming 


(48 ) 


1. From the Letchlade to the Kennet's 

"oy fouth. bays! Th 

2. From the Werd Mouth: to the 
City Stone. 


7 


1 have before declared (p. 19) what de- 
fcription of perſons, as. peculiarly inter 
eſted, attend the meetings of the com- 
miſſioners. Te ſimplify. that body, the 
lock-owners, owners of private towing 
paths *, ' &c. ſhould. be compelled 60 


diſpoſe of their reſpeQtive intereſts, be- 
eauſe, under the preſent fyſtem, tolls 
being collected only at the pound 
locks and the adjoining old locks, many 
veſſels navigate the river between the 


= 


"0 vide Report e Ge pitt Pius 24; 
789, for the inconveniences arifing fr the private 
Os" 
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ſeveral locks, and for fifteen miles. below. 
the loweſt (viz. Bowter's). lock, which pay 
no toll, at all. The carriage between Lons, 
don and the towns of, Maidenhead .and 

Windlor, which amounts at leaſt to 20,000. 
ton of goods annually, bears no ſhare, of, 
the expence incurred by the repairs of the. 
river. By buying, therefore, the old locks, 
&c. Wannen the whole into a general. 
ding a-certain — — The Whole. 
expences of tonnage at preſent on the ave- 
rage, from Letchlade to Boulter's Lock. 
are one farthing and one third per ton per: 
mile. If there appears to be any hardſhip 

in thus compelling the lack- owners, to diſ- 

poſe of their property, it muſt be remem- 
beted, that by the preſent ſtatutes the 
commiſſioners are conceived to be fully, 
inveſted with this power, which they have; 
lately exerted, by entering into treaties; 
with ſome of the lock-owners for that pur:: 


1 e „ pals - 


poſe. At the ſame time it would be an 
injuſtice to the lock-owners not to ſuffer 
them to let the value of their 

locks, 8c. remain 1 


additional ſubſcription might be 
neceſſary ſhould be borrowed on the cre- 

dit of the tolls; and the ſubſcribers to 
this plan, and creditors of the 
originally advanced to build 'the 

locks will. then conſtitute a part of the 
to be called creditors. | 


In canal bills, commiſſioners are gene- 
appointed to arbitrate between the 
owners of land and the undertakers of the 
canals, and are conceived to conſtitute a. 
body, which, acting for the land-owners, 
maintains their right againſt the under- 
takers. From the eventual miſchief that 
might 
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might ariſe to the land- ners, if perfons 
tion were veſted with the entire control, ĩt 
is right to incorporate their i 
the general body of ee by ; 
giving to every owner of lands ftuated' 
immediately on the tanks of the river a vote 
length of their lands. When to theſe are 
added the en —_ be formed. AX 
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Having thus diſpoſed of the preſent in- 
tereſts of the Thames, I proceed to the 
conſolidation of the begegne 0 1 
| n. * that of the river. 55 


„ | 
by ſubſcription for the making of theſe 


. 


8 4 


rate. This kind of limitation is new; but 
no canal has been made or propoled 
3 circumſtances ſimilar to the 
Canals to be made rene water com- 
munication has. before exiſted, ought to 
hold forth every advantage to the ſpecu- 
lator who is induced to ſubſeribe to them; 
but where they are made, as in this in? 
ſtance, under tlie abſolute certainty of the: 
upward trade of the Thames, a 


This limitation of intereſt alſo tends to 
the accompliſnment of the moſt material 
ſurplus of the tolls will eventually be fuf- 
ficient to reduce the preſent debt on the, 
Thames, and conſequently reduce the tolls 
on the river and the canass. 
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4 f Theſe ſubſcribers to tie canals will ther 
1 eee ee ee 
*Cale . 


That ms different Wb 


the preſent commiſſioners; but the large 
neſs of their aſſemblies ſhould be pre- 
vented by a delegation of their powers to 


in each diſtrict, and to conſiſt of an equal 


dies; annual elections would at the ſame 


R 


I have purpoſely ddl any n 
or obſervations applicable to the manage. 


: eee, 


tuted, would be as numerous perhaps as 


a committee of management, to de choſen 
number of each of the three eleftive bo- 
time ſecure the general power to the elec- 


tors at large, and render the committee 
reſponſible wum 


. ery at. 
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the ſtat. Geo. 11, c. in the city of Lon- 
don: but as the London canal was ſup- 
Poſed to be under the protection of the 
city, and received the decided approba- 
tion at a public meeting ot ſome of the 
moſt eminent merchants in it, I hope that 
nothing contained in this pamphlet will 
be miſconſtrued as interfering with their 
juriſdiction. In reſpect to what has been 
done upon the river by the committee of 
navigation of the city of London, the wiſ- 
dom and juſtice of their proceedings can- 
not be ſufficiently applauded, as they have 
expended a ſum from their private funds 
for the purpoſe of buying up the private 
towing paths, and have apportioned the 


tolls according to the diſtances navigated 


by the veſſels. | 
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'To 3 on ihe public mind the as 
and arguments which haye induced me to 
form the opinion I have above ſtated, I 


ill recapitulate the general heads of the 
information | n. r. to en 


we In reſpect to the een of the 
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That the beſt 1 of navigation. is 
with the tide or firean.” 2 ; 


; 1 1 * 8 
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That: a conveyance lth the n is 
obtainable by the Thames, and therefore 
moſt deſirable in the downward voyage. 


That as the ſtream cannot be made to 
favour the upward voyage, the beſt ſub- 
ſtitute bor the Brea: is a dead. « or wo. 
Water 1 - $99 
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And therefore under the peculiar cir- 
cumſtances of the Thames canals, 1. from. v 
Hart's-ferry to Abingdon, 2. from Reading 

( to Windſor, 3. from Windſor to Iſleworth, 
are the modes of improvement which can 
moſt ſucceſsfully be adopted. 


4 2. In reſpe& to an amendment the 
| . | government of the Thames. 


| That the commiſſioners are too nume- 
* ou. 
Th 
That the exertions of perſons really in- 


ttereſted are reſtrained by the power of : 
thoſe who act under ſecondary influence: 


o 
0 x i & * * 1 r * 2 x 
4 POE > #4 4 # . 
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2 | Therefore the powers ſhould be veſted 
in the perſons who are really intereſted, 


(.8 


viz. 1. the creditors, 2. land-owners, 3. 
ſubſcribers to the canals which are to be 
conſolidated with the old river. 


And that the river and canals ſhould be 
divided into two diſtrifts, correſponding 
to the. two diſtinct influxes of its trade. 


Althou gh calculations are ſGmetiines fal- 
lacious, and always uncertain, yet, that 
the public may receive every information 
in my power to give them, I will add the 
following ſtatement, founded on the beſt 8 
authority I could . 


The data on which this caktutition is 
formed are Mr. Allnutt's evidence before 
the committee of the Houſe of Commons, 

in which he ſtates the average of A 
nage above. AGING 8 n to be A 


_ Per SINIUETE  oooaoocnragerenenerecucere .. 60,285 tons. | A 1 
 Lengthe of the canals Ga 32 miles. 
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30,000, and the remainder 
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Preſent tonnage within the ju- 
riſdiction of the commilon- 
ers above Boulters 


Add for Windſor and Kaiden- 


Probable increaſe by the Thames 
and Severn, and Kennet and 
Avon canals, will be _—— oy 


If the diſtance from Reading 
to Windſor by the canals is 
14 miles, there will be con - 
veyed on it -upwards the 
whole tonnage of 100, oo, 


except the intermediate ton 
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-will be A000 e 
-tons on the canal from Rea- 
ing to Windſor, 14 miles at 
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The expence of making 32 
miles of canal at'goool. per 
mile, will be 160, oool. 3 the 
ĩintereſt of which ſum at 7 - hogs 79 þ 
Per cent. will de . . 12, 0 
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Add for repairs, &c. . 3,000 | Is 
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l the practical navigator on the 
Thames, I offer no arguments of the uti- 


lity of theſe canals, as he muſt be con- 
vinced that the time, labour and expence 
ſaved by the veſſels being towed 32 miles 
in the voyage from London to Reading 


in's dead und din een infra uf 78 


Ld 


o 


againſt a rapid ſtream, will more than ba- 
lance the moderate expence of the ton- 


nage on the canal, which, according. to 


the above calculation, will certainly be 


leſſened every year. 
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I HAVE ſtated from facts, which 
are as certain as the fallibility of human 
evidence will allow, arguments which to 
my mind convey the moſt perfect con- 
viction. Theſe obſervations are well 
meant, and if any miſtakes are diſcover- 


able, let them be imputed to a defect in 
judgement, or any other cauſe than the 
want of a good intention. In the conflict 
of 
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1 8 3 
#7 i a ; 
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of the various jarring intereſts with which = 
the ſubject I have diſcuſſed is connefted, ** * 
I cannot flatter myſelf that the idea _ 
perfection I have here depicted will be Nj 
ever conſummated, or that the cool ideas « 
of the cloſet will be adopted by the haſty 
deciſions of a public meeting. Of this, 
however, I am certain, that from the ſpirit © - 
of improvement which is gone forth, the 
Thames will, in ſome degree, receive its 
ſhare of advantages; and if to the amend- 
ments in its government or navigation 

any remarks contained in this pamphlet 80 
ſhall have afforded the ſmalleſt hint, 85 


ſhall not conſider myſelf as . written 
in vain. | IRE — 
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